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1950, § 15-5.1; 1952, c. 28Y; 1958, ¢. 9; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-8; 1966, c. 303;
1970, c. 225; 1979, c. 155; 1983, c. 419; 1997, c. 587.)

§ 15.2-1413. Governing hodies of loealities may provide for continu-
ity of government in case of enemy attack, etc. — Notwithstanding any
contrary provision of law, general or special, any locality may, by ordinance,
provide a methnd to assure continuity in its government, in the event of an
enemy attack or other disaster. Such ordinance shall be limited in its effect to
a period not exceeding six months after any such attack or disaster and shall
provide for a method for the resumption of normal governmental authority by
the end of the ¢ix-month period. (1964, ¢. 307, § 15.1-13.1; 1997, c. 587.)

§ 15.2-1414. Governing bodies may have a legal enumeration of the
population. — Any locality wishing to have a legal enumeration of the
population of the locality. or part thereof, may make application therefor to the
circuit court for the locality. When the application is made, the judge shall
forthwith divide the locality, or part thereof, into such districts, with well-
defined boundaries, as mav appear advisable and shall appoint for each of the
districts one enumerator. Before entering on their duttes. such appointees
shall take an oath hefore a notary public or other officer qualified to administer
oaths under the laws of this Commonwealth, for the faithful discharge of their
duties. The enumerators shall at once proceed to enumerate the actual bona
fide inhabitants of their respective districts. They shall report to the judge the
result of their enumeration and a list of the persons enumerated by them
within a reasonable time after their appointment, and a copy of the hist of
persons so enumerated by them shall be furnished by the enumerators to the
clerk of the court, who shall receive the list and keep it open to public
inspection. Upon evidence produced before him, the judge may add to the list
the name of anv person improperly omitted and mayv strike from the list the
name of any person improperly listed. If it appears advisable to the judge. he
may order that the enumeration for any or all of the districts be retaken under
all the provisions of this section by other enumerators, who shall be forthwith
appointed by him. The judge shall cause to be tabulated and consolidated the
lists and return to the governing body the results thereof, in accordance with
the application of the governing body. The judge shall allow each enumerator
a reasonable f.e for each dayv actually employed by him in making the
enumeration. He shall certify the allowance and costs to the governing body for
pavment out of the local treasury, and the allowance shall be a legal charge
upon the goverr mental unit requesting the enumeration. (Code 1950, § 15-19;
1962, c. 623, § 15.1-17, 1997, ¢. 587.)

ARTICLE 2.

Meetings of Governing Bodies.

§ 15.2-1415. At what meetings governing body may act. — Unless
otherwise specinlly provided, a governing bodv may exercise any of the powers
conferred upon it at any meeting of the governing body, regular, special or
adjourned at which a quorum is present. A majority of the governing body shall
constitute a quorum. Meetings of governing bodies shall be subject to the
applicable provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.1-340 et
seq.). (Code 1950, § 15-247; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-542; 1997, c. 587.)

§ 15.2-1416. Regular meetings. — The governing body shall assemble at
a public place as the governing body may preseribe, in regular session in
January for counties and in July for cities and towns. Future meetings shall be
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held on such days as may be prescribed by resolution of the governing body but
in no event shall less than cix meetings be held in each fiscal year.

The days, times and places of regular meetings to be held during the ensuing
months shall be established at the first meeting which meeting may be
referred to as the annual or organizational meeting; however, if the governing
body subsequently prescribes any public place other than the initial public
meeting place, or any day or time other than that initially established. as a
meeting day, place or time, the governing body shall pass a resolution as to
such future meeting day, place or time. The governing body shall cause a copy
of such resolution to be posted on the door of the courthouse or the initial public
meeting place and inserted in a newspaper having general circulation in the
county or municipality at least seven days prior to the first such meeting at
such other day, place or time. Should the day established by the governing body
as the regular meeting day {11l on any legal holiday, the meeting shall be held
on the next following regular business day, without action of any kind by the
governing body.

At its annual meeting the governing body may fix the day or davs to which
a regular meeting shall be continued if the chairman or mayor, or vice
chairman or vice mavor if the chairman or mayor is unable to act. finds and
declares that weather or other conditions are such that it is hazardous for
muembers to attend the regular meeting. Such finding shall be communicated to
the members and the press as promptly as possible. All hearings and other
matters previously advertised shall be conducted at the continued meeting and
no further advertisement is required.

Regular meetings, without further public notice. may be adjourned from day
Lo day or from time (o time or from place w place, not bevond the time fixed for
the next regular meeting, until the business before the governing body is
completed. (Code 1950, § 15-241; 1950, p. 8: 1954, ¢. 286: 1958, c. 291: 1960, c.
33; 1962, ce. 218, 623, § 15.1 536: 1964, c. 403; 1980, ¢. 420: 1994, ce. 371, 391
1997, ¢. 587.)

§ 15.2-1417. Special mectings. — The governing body may also hold such
special meetings, as it deem-s necessary, at such times and places as it finds
convenient. It may adjourn such special meetings from time to time as it finds
convenient and necessary. (Code 1950, § 15-242; 1962, ¢. 623. § 15.1-337:
1997, ¢. 587.)

§ 15.2-1418. Same; how called. — A special meeting of the governing body
shall be held when called by the chairman or mayvor or requested by two or
more of the members of the board of supervisors or council. The call or request
shall be made to the clerk. an1 shall specifyv the matters to be considered at the
meeting. Upon receipt of such call or request. the clerk of the governing body,
after consultation with the chairman or mayor, shall immediately notify each
member of the governing bodv and the attorney for the Commonwealth or the
county or municipal attorney. as appropriate in writing delivered in person or
to his place of residence or business to attend such meeting at the time and
place stated in the notice. Such notice shall specify the matters to be
considered at the meeting. No matter not specified in the notice shall be
considered at such meeting, unless all members are present. The notice may be
waived if all members of the governing body attend the special meeting or sign
a waiver. {(Code 1950, § 15-248; 1954, ¢. 181; 1960, c. 412; 1962, c. 623,
§ 15.1-538; 1964, c. 249; 1966, c. 33; 1975, c. 575; 1979, c. 210; 1983, c. 403;
1994, c. 87, 1997, c. 587.)

§ 15.2-1419. Meeting times of certain authorities, boards and com-
missions. — Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or



